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ISAIARH XXIV. 16. 


From the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth 
have we heard Songs, even Glory to 
the Righteous : But I ſaid, My 
Leanneſs, my Leanneſs, Wo unto 
me ! the treacherous Dealers have 
dealt treacherouſly, yea the treache- 


rous Dealers have dealt very treache- 
rouſly. | 


I'S all one to the ſolemn Occa- 
ſion upon which I have call'd your 
Thoughts to theſe words, whe- 
ther you conſider them as a Pro- 
phecy of what was to happen afterwards, or 

a Hiſtory of what really came to paſs in the 
days when they were writ. Tho they may be 
underſtood of the Salvation that wou'd find 
its way to the Gentiles, the uttermoſt Parts of 
the Earth, and the ſad Calamity that 1ſrael 
muſt be left under, when God had concluded Rom. xi. 
them all in Unbelief; yet they were true e- 32. 
nough in the Prophet's own time. He liv'd 
in Hezek;ah's Reign, when the King of AHria 
had made one Invaſion upon them, and was 
threatning them with another; ſeveral good 
Deſigns were blaſted, when they had almoſt 
A2 got 


(4) 
Chap. got their Perfection: The Children were come 
XXVII. 3* tg the Birth, and there was not Strength to brin 
forth. They had great Diſcoveries of a Meſ- 

ſiah, who was to raiſe up the Tabernacle 
David ; but a Flood of Impiety and Violence 
gave them the Proſpect of a Deſolation before 
thoſe times of refreſhing ſhou'd, come, Their 
publick Mercies were interlin'd with Danger, 
which oblig'd them to worſhip with a Com- 
Pſal. ii. i i. poſition of Praiſe and Sorrow, to ſerve the 
Lord with Fear, and rejoice with Trembling. In 
the day of Proſperity their Duty was to re- 
Eccl. vii. joice, in the day of Adverſity they were call'd 
14. to conſider; and now God had ſet the one over 

againſt the other. 

The ill Face of their Concerns in one place 
ſhou'd not make them forget what God had 
done for them in another; and the Succeſs 
they had abroad was to be admir'd with a 
{erious dread of what they were ſuffering at 
home. Our Prophet takes his part in both 
theſe Reflections: 


I. He owns the publick Mercy they had 
receiv'd, tho it was afar off; From the 
uttermoſt Parts of the Earth have we 
heard Songs : Or, that which was the 
happy occaſion of them, even Glory to 
the Righteous. 


II. He calls in the Joy that was running fo 
freely upon one A& of Providence, to 
the different Views they were led to 
by another: I ſaid, my Leanneſs, my 
Leanneſs, Wo unto me ! the treacherous 
Dealers have dealt treacherouſly, yea the 

treacher ous 
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treacherous Dealers have dealt very trea- 
cherouſly. 


That I may comprehend my whole Deſign 
from theſe words within one Sermon, I can 
do little more than take them aſunder, giving 
you both the Senſe and the Improvement of 
them as we go along. 


I. In his Account of thoſe publick Mercies 
that Providence had given them, you may ob- 
ſerve three things: 

The Place where they happen'd, the utter- 
moſt Parts of the Earth. 

The Work they inclin'd the People to, which 
is here expreſt by the Songs that were heard. 

And the Nature of the Bleſſing it ſelf; the 
Happineſs it either conſiſted of, or was tend- 
ing to, Glory to the Righteous, | 


(1.) The Mercy that our Prophet takes no- 
tice of, was ſomething that happen'd at a 
great diſtance from the Place where he liv'd, 
o that his Family and Country were not im- 
mediate Gainers by it; it was from the Iitter- 
moſt Parts of the Earth that they heard theſe 
Songs, and yet they fall into the Conſort, from 
the Sympathy there is among all good People, 
who will rejoice with thoſe that do rejoice. From 
ſuch a Temper, on this occaſion, we may 

Obſerve, That every religious Perſon is ſo 
unconfin'd in his Thoughts and Wiſhes, that 
he can be glad in a Mercy that falls to the 
ſhare of others. The Reaſons of this inge- 
nuous diffuſive Concern are plain. | 

1/. *Tis from that common Intereſt that 


unites all Believers. They are repreſented - 
tne 
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| the Body of Chriſt, and Members one of another; 
| to tell us, that beſides the humble relation 
| they bear to him, there is a mutual Tender- 
xCor-xii. neſs that circulates among themſelves ; he- | 
26. ther one Member ſuffer, all the Members ſufſer | 
with it; or one Member be honour'd, all the Mem- 
bers rejoice with it. The Apoſtle couꝰd be 
glad at the Proſperity of the Corinthian Church, 
tho a very different way of living fell to his 
1 Cor. iv. Lot: Te are full, ye are rich, ye have reign'd as 
8, 10. Kings without us; and I wou'd t God that ye did 
reign, that we alſo might reign with you. We are 
Fools for Chriſt's ſake, ye are wiſe in Chriſt, we 
are weak, ye are ſtrong ,, ye are honourable, we 
are deſpis'd. £4 | 
Thus it ought to be in the Reverſe of this 
Caſe: When we are deliver'd from the Hand of 
' thoſe that hate us, and can ſerve God without 
Heb. xiii. Fear, we ſhou'd remember them that are in Bonds, 
3+ as being bound with them; and thoſe that ſuffer 
Adverſity, as being our ſelves alſo in the Body: 
not out of the reach of thoſe Evils, which 
E |} are actually their Lot, and may ſoon be ours. 
Gal. vi. 3. This is bearing one another's Burdens, and fulfil- 
| |! ling the Law of Chriſt, Tho Gratitude ſhou'd 
Bb | put us in mind of the happy diſtinctions God 
Bj has made between us and others, yet Compaſ- ' 
3f ſion has a noble way of forgetting all that, 
1 and placing our own Souls into their Caſe. 
2} Thus it was with the Fews in their Revolution: 
| | Pf. cxxvi. [hen God turn'd again their Captivity, filling their 
4 * Mouth with Laughter, and their Tongue with 
| Singing, they cou'd not forget thoſe they had 
left behind, but beg it as a new Mercy; Lord, 
turn again our Captivity. as Streams in the South; 
that They who yet ſow in Tears may reap in 
Joy ; and every one who now goes forth weeping, 
5 bearing 
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bearing his precious Seed, may come again rejoi- 
cing, $ringin his Sheaves with him. 

nd the ſame Spirit of univerſal Concern 
ſhould guide us when the Scales are turn'd. 
Tho we may be on the ſuffering fide, it's a 
Mercy that God deals in ſofter Methods with 
any of our Brethren. The poor Chriſtians 
in Judea, who liv'd on the Contribution of : 
W other Churches, they abounded in many Thankſ- 2 Cor. ix. 
givings to God; twas with no Envy that they 3 
confider'd other People in better Circumſtan- 
ces, but rather by the Experiment of this Mini- 
ſtration, they glorified God for their profeſſed 
Subjection to the Goſpel of Chriſt, Religion 
ſanctiſies and improves ſuch a Temper, it 
helps us to take a part in the good of others. 
People thus enclin'd are prepar'd to be calFd 
in by thoſe Words, Rejoice with Jeruſalem, 17. lxvi. 
and be glad with her, al ye that love her; re- 10. 
j oice for Joy with her, all ye that mourn for her, | 
David begs to have his Mercies in a publick | 
way; O wifit me with thy Salvation, that Pal. cri. 
Ina ſee the good of thy choſen ;, that I may 4, 5- | 
= rejoice in the Gladneſs of thy Nation, that I | 
7 glory with thine Inheritance. *Twas this | 
that fetch'd out ſo many good Wiſhes from 
the People, as they went into the Houſe of 


God; Peace be within thy Walls, and Proſperity Pal. 


J wit hin thy Palaces : For my Brethren and Com- cxxii. 7,8. 
= panions ſake, I will now ſay, Peace be within 


thee, And it's promis'd as the greateſt En- 
couragement to the Man who fears the Lord, 

God ſhall bleſs him out of Sion, and he ſhall ſee pal. 
the good of Jeruſalem all the days of his Life. exxviii. 5. 
2. The Honour of God and our Dear Re- | 

deemer is advanc'd by this means; ſo that, 
tho we ſhould ſeem to be more out of the ma 
0 
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of His Care, yet we mult bleſs him that comes 
in the Name of the Lord, and ſing to the Pro- 
vidence, Peace in Heaven, and Glory in t 


higheſt. If He does but increaſe, and a way 


Joh. iii. 20 


Acts 


xxvili. 15. 


is open'd for the enlarging of His King- 
dom; tho we are ina decreaſing State, there- 
in we do rejoice, yea and will rejoice. *Twas . 
a fad Conſideration to the Apoſtles, that | 


their own Countrymen, the Fews, had ſo ma- 


ny Marks upon em of a People caſt off by 


God; but under this melancholy View, they 


had the Satisfaction to ſee, that tho the Goſ- 
pel remov'd its place, it did not loſe its Vir- 
tue. Thus, tho Iſrael was not gather'd, a 
Redeemer would be glorious, by forming an 
Intereſt among the Gentiles : And fo it ought 
to be with every Chriſtian z tho he cannot. 
think of loſing what God has given him with- 
out a dread (for wo unto us when his Soul de- 


Rev. xiv, parts from us) yet his good Wiſhes follow the 


Lamb whitherſoever he goes. He rejoices at 
the Succeſs of Religion, and the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of Liberty in thoſe places where he is 
never like to come: He loves to hear of 
Songs, and Glory to the righteous, tho it be 


from the uttermoſt parts of the Earth. 


3. Tis an Argument upon which Faith can 
plead, and wait for a return of Mercy to our 
ſelves, The God who hag given this Pro- 
phet Songs from abroad, was able to cure the 


- Leanneſs he complain'd of at home. *Tis a 
Ifa. Us. 1. Sign that His Arm is not ſnorten d; nor has 


He totally abandon'd his, People, but Judg- 


Pſal,xciv. ment will return unto Righteouſneſs, and all the 
15. 


upright in heart ſhall follow it. Theſe are plain 


Demonſtrations, that the Caſe is not deſpe- 


rate, upon which we may thank God, and take 
Courage; 
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Courage; ſuch a Turn as this puts a new Cr 
dit upon the Promiſes, when we begun to 
think they were growing, out of date: And 
thus, to the upright. there ariſes Light in the Pal. cxii- 
midſt of Darkneſs. We may hope, tho we 4. 
have been anſwer d by terrible things in Righ- 
teouſneſs, yet He is ſtill the God of our Salvation; Pſal. Ixv. 
when we hear that He is the Confidence of all the 5. 
Ends of the Farth, tis an Argument that He will 
not be unmindful of us when they who dwell in 
the uttermoſt parts are afraid of His Tokens. 
With theſe Expectations we may look up- 
on the late Victories in Spain and Flanders, as 
an Evidence that God yet goes forth with. our 
Armies, and will be to the reſidue of his People 
- 4s in the former Years. *Tis good pleading on 
ſuch an Inſtance, Milt thou not revive us again, pg, 
that Thy People may rejoice in Thee? And we 1xxxy. 6. 
may humbly conclude, that ſurely His Salva- ver. g. 
tion is near unto them that fear Him, that Glory 
may dwell in Our Land. 


(2) Another Thing obſervable in this Mer- 
Cy, is the Duty that it led the People to, and 
that was Songs. We have heard theſe; i. e. 
We have heard the Joy that it put them into: 
They are glad at the breaking of 4 Yoke which 
they could not bear, Or, we have heard the 
Things, and improv'd 'em into Songs at home; 
for whea God's Works praiſe Him, His Saints Plal.cxly, 
ſhould bleſs Him. This ſignifies two Things, 10. 
which the'News of every publick Mercy ought 
to produce in us. of | | 
1. A Pleaſure in our ſelves. Be glad for Iſa. lxy. 

ever, lays God, in what I create; for behald I i. 
create Jeruſalem a Rejoycing, and her People a 
Jey. When the Lord e our Captiv. ty, 

| we 
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we were like them that dream d; the Thing 
ſtole in upon the Senſes, before it could make 
its way to Reaſon : Twas equally hard to 
deny it, and believe it; the former would 
be acting againſt FaQ, and the latter againſt 
Hopes. On ſuch occaſions our Gladneſs ſhould 
have the Controul of every other Paſſion. 

The Jews, when they went out of Captivity, 
met with a great many Difficulties, and they 
wept when they heard the Law : But Nehemiah, 
Ezra, and the Levites that taught 'em, ſaid 
Neth. viii. to ?em, This Day is holy unto the Lord your God, 
9, 10, II. mourn not nor weep; but go your way, eat the fat, 
and drink the ſweet, and ſend Portions to them 
for whom nothing is prepar'd : For this Day is ho- 
ly unto the Lord; neither be ye ſorry, for the Joy 
of the Lord is your Strength. And indeed, our 
Zeal for God's Glory and the Concerns of 
Religion, deſerves to bear down any preſent 
Affliction. When they ſat by the Rivers of Ba- 
Pſal. bylon, tho there was no ſinging the Lord's 
cxxxvii 4 Song in a ſtrange Land, yet they could not for- 
get Jeruſalem, or ceaſe to prefer it above their 

chiefeſt Joy. | 
2. A Gratitude to the God who has given 
us this great Mercy, We are to turn it into 
Ifa. xxx. Devotion: Ye ſhall have a Song as in the Night, 
29. when 4 holy Sole mnity is kept, and Gladneſs of 
Heart, as when one goes with a Pipe, to come in- 
to the Mountain of the Lord, to the mighty one of 
--Jfrael. This is what He expects from us as a 
return to any Kindneſs. When Hezekiah re- 
cover'd from his Sickneſs, he went into the 
In. | Temple with this Reſolution, The Lord was 
xxxviii. ready to {ave me, and therefore we will ſing my 
mo» Songs to the ſtringed Inſtruments all the days of 
our Lives. And the beſtowing of a Favour 8 

; | call 
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call'd putting 4 new Song into our Mouths, even Pfl. xl. 3. 


Praiſe to the Lord; which is an Argument 
that we ſhould receive it under ſuch an Influ- 
ence. This lets us ſee what Courſe our Plea- 
ſure in a Mercy ſhould be directed to: It 
ought to go off in a Veneration for Him whoſe 
Work it is. Beſides the Serenity that it 


ſpreads over our own Minds, we ſhould offer Heb. xiii. 


the Sacrifice of Praiſe, even the Fruit of our Lips, 15+ 
giving Thanks unto His Name. | : 


(3.) We need not wonder that the Mercy 
is expreſs'd in Songs, when we read what it 
conſiſts of, even Glory to the Righteous ; either, 

1. To a Righteous God, or the Meſſiah, 
who is ſo often calPd the Holy One: He is 
to have the Glory of every Providence; the 
Song 1s devoted to Him. Qr, | . 0 

2. To a righteous Cauſe; which Free- 
dom of Worſhip according to the Scriptures, 
and quiet Enjoyment of Civil Properties, al- 
ways was, and always will be. This will have 
a Glory put upon it, by thoſe Diſplays that 
God gives of himſelf in favour of his own 
People. Or, 

3. To righteous Men. They will have a 
ſhare in the Glory, which an envious World 
would not allow *em; but it ſhall riſe from 
the Succeſs and Bleſſing that God has follow'd 
'em with. All theſe Interpretations may be 
comprehended in the Senſe of the Words, 
which you may take in this. in 

Obſerv. The Publick Mercies we receive at 


the Hands of God, are for His own and His 
Peoples Glory; to advance His Name in the 
World, and preſerve a Seed to ſerve Him, who ppl cc: 


will be accounted to the Lord for a Generation. 30. 
| B 2 *Tis | 
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*'Tis to make Religion more triamphant in 
Luke i. the Hearts and Lives of Men; that being de- 
74, 75+ liver'd from the fear of our Enemies, we may ſerve 
Him in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs all our days. 
And if that is the Deſign of ſuch a Provi- 

deace, then, 
1. It ought to be improv'd to. theſe noble 
Rom. xiii. Ends: not to mate proviſion for the Fleſh, and 
kb" fulſil «he Luſt s thereof; but rather to take heart 
in the practical part of. Chriſtianity :.'To a- 
bound in Faith and Holineſs, learning to be 
more cool towards a World, where every 
thing's uncertain, and uniting our main Re- 
gard to an Intereſt in Heaven. From ſuch a 
Diſpenſation we ſhou'd get a Spirit above. the 
Fear of Men: For, after God has over-rul'd 
the Fury of the Oppreſſor, it's our Glory not to 
Iſa. li, 12, be afraid of a Man that ſhall die, ænd the Son of 
13. Man that ſhall be made as Graſs, and forget the 

| Lord our Maker. 

2. We may uſe it as an Earneſt of thoſe 
good things that God has told us of in his 
Word: For if the Glory of the Righteous is 
promoted by. every Conqueſt of the Enemy, 
what a happy State will that be, when they 
Zeph. iii. are all taken away who rejoice in their Pride, 
il, 12. and are haughty becauſe of his holy Mountain ? 
When the Remnant of Iſrael (hall not do Iniqui- 
ty, nor ſpeak Lyes, neither ſhall a deceitful 
Tongue be found in their mouth; for they ſhall 
feed, and lie down, and none ſhall make em a- 
Rom. viii. fraid? This is 4 Glory that ſhall be reveal'd in 


28. „ us: And, tho things continuing as they were from 
2 Pet. ili. h beginning, or rather growing worſe, may 
4 lead us into the Queſtion, Where is now the Pro- 


miſe of his Coming? yet, the time to favour 
Sion, yea the ſer time will come, And the Mi- 
| ſeries 
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ſeries that fall upon God's People, are no con- 
tradiction to their Hope: for there's nothing 
gives a greater Dawn to that Mercy, than 


when they are raking pleaſure in the Stones, and Pl. cxxii. 


favouring the Duſt thereof. | 
Follow every Victory, then, with Prayer 


and Faith : Do nothing upon theſe occaſions 
unworthy of. the Glory you bear at preſent, or 
that you expect hereafter. Remember that 
all theſe Confuſions and daſhing of one Mo- 
narch againſt another, are to promote the In- 


tereſt of Religion, that the Kingdom may be pſa, xxii. 
the Lord's, and He the Governour over the Na- 28, 31. 


tions; and that ſome may ariſe, and declare to 
a People yet unborn, that he has done this. 

Thus, you ſee with what Temper of Mind 
the good Prophet in our Text regarded the 
Songs that he heard from the uttermoſt parts of 
the Earth. He took a ſhare in 'em, as they 
imported Glory to the Righteous. The whole 
Argument may be eafily brought over into- 
our own Caſe. God has lately renew?d our. 
hopes of ſeeing the Enemy diſtreſsd in Han- 
ders, and driven out of Spain : And in this, 


his Providence ſeem'd to remove the only Im- 


pediment to a General Peace. The Article 
that came moſt into debate, appear'd in a 
fair way of being anſwer'd, when the French 
were preparing to receive the Man, whom 
they would not agree to recall. Obliging him 
to quit that Kingdom, which they obſected 
againſt, was a Work put into other hands, 
and the difficulty almoſt over. And if we 
could hear what is ſung in thoſe utter moſt 
Parts, it would be to the Glory of that Learned 
Hero, who has bin mighty both in Deed and 
Word; and having ſo nobly defended a Revo- 
lation 


: * 
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lotion in Britain, has had the Succeſs to be- 
gin one in Spain. A Perſon equally happy at 
his Pen and Sword, to convince Gainſayers, à 
put to ſilence the Ignorance of fooliſh Men. May 
Liberty always proſper in thoſe good hands, 
when he either pleads it as an Argument, or 
purſues it as a Cauſe! But, 


II. The Prophet had ſomething very melan- 
l choly in his Caſe, when he gave theſe Songs of 
Nl Glory to the Righteous ſo much interruption, 
| as to complain, My Leanneſs, my Leanneſs ! 
Wo unto me! the treacherous Dealer dealeth trea- 
| cherouſiy; yea, the treacherous Dealer dealeth 
0 | very treacherouſly. Here you may obſerve, 
| 1. The Matter of his Lamentation is Lean- 
l |  weſs: and it muſt ſignify a diſmal Caſe, when 
19 he repeats it, as if it had diſſolv'd his Hopes, 
19 and unravel'd all that God had been doing for 
| = them abroad. We can ſcarce underſtand it 
of a Perſonal Calamity, tho he calls it hi- 
| Leanneſs ;, unleſs it may be ſuppos'd that he 
| 1 2 was a Man pointed at by a malicious World, 
if as one that ſhou?d be given up to a popular 
I Fury, as he had once complain'd before : Be- 
: i Ch. viii. hold I, and the Children God has given me, are 
| 18. for Signs and Wonders in Iſrael. 
1 But the Leanneſs here ſeems to include the 
Miſery of ſeveral others beſides himſelf: Tis 
Ch. xvii. threaten'd upon all 1/racl. In that day it ſhall 
4 5» 6. come to paſs, that the Glory of Jacob ſhall be 
made thin, and the Fatneſs of his Fleſh ſhall wax 
lean. And it ſhall be as when the Harveſt- Man 
gathers the Corn, and reaps the Ears with his Arm 
Yet gleaning Grapes ſhall be left in it, as 
the ſhaking of an Olive-Tree, two or three Berries 
an the uppermoſt Bough, four or five in the utmoſt 


| fruitful 
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fruitful Branches thereof. And I the rather 
chuſe to underſtand the Judgment to be thus 
extenſive in this Chapter, becauſe we find 
ſome of thoſe words repeated: When thus it Ver. 13: 
ſhall be in the midſt of the Land, among the Peo- 
ple, there ſhall be as the ſhaking of an Olive- 
Tree, and as the gleaning Grapes when the Vin- 
tage is done» Now the Leanneſs that gave him 
ſo deep a Concern, may include two things: 

(1.) The abounding of Sin and Wickedneſs 
among em. And the Book is full of theſe 
Complaints: Thy Princes are rebellious and Com- Ch. i. 23. 
panions of Thieves; every one loves Gifts, and 
follows after Rewards. Nothing could fave 'em | 
but a thorow Reformation; reſtoring their ver. 25, 
Fudges as at the firſt, and their Counſellors as at 
the beginning. In another Chapter he gives a 
moſt tragical account, how they had ſunk 
2 the Figure they made abroad, and the 

edateneſs they once enjoy'd at home: The Ch, viii; 
mighty Aan, the Man of War, the Fudg, the 2, 3. 
Prophet, the Prudent, the Antient, the Captain of 
Fifty, and the Honourable Man; the Counſellor, 
the cunning Artificer, and the eloquent Orator : 
theſe were all Partners either in the Crime or 
the Infelicity of thoſe days. And they ſeem'd 
to be going on faſt to Ruin, when common 
Civility and Juſtice fail'd among 'em; Rude- 
neſs run looſe and wild, the Laws were hnuſht, 
that it might have no Controul: 7 will give 
Children to be their Oppreſſors, and Bubes ſhall 
rule over them : The People ſhall be oppreſs'd eve- 
ry one by another, and every one by his Neighbour : 
The Child ſhall behave himſelf proudly againſt the 
Antient, and the Baſe againſt the Honourable. 
Nay, ſo unhappy was their Caſe, that they 
who led em caus'd em to err, and deſtrey d the 
way 


Ver. 4, 5- 


$i 
: 
| 
| 

* 

j 
+ 
7 

1 
4 
3 
1 
1 

4 

SE] 

j 

17 


ver. 5. 


Ver. 1. 


ver. 20. 


« 16 ) 


way of their paths. But it would be too much 


to collect all that he has ſaid on this melan- 


choly Theme. I only take theſe, -as being 


moſt in view, and ſhall add no more to 'em 
than one Inſtance in the Chapter before us: 
The Earth is deſil d under the Inhabitants thereof, 
becauſe they have tranſgreſs'd the Laws, chang'd 
the Ordinances, and broke the everlaſting Cove- 
nant. This may well be call'd their Leanneſs, 
and deſery'd to be the Lamentation of every 
one, who trembled for the fierce Anger of the 


Lord. 


(2.) It may alſo ſignify the Miſeries that 


were coming upon 'em. In this ſenſe it was 
threaten'd againſt the Aſſyrian, that God 
Ch. x. 16. would ſend among his fat ones Leanneſs, and un- 


derneath his Glory ſhould be kindled a burning, 
like the burning of a Fire. And thus it was to 
be in J/rael, as appears by this Chapter. Their 
Riches were going: Behold the Lord makes the 
Earth empty, and makes it waſt, turning it up- 
fide down, and ſcattering abroad the Inhabitants 
thereof. That Expreſſion of turning it upſide 


dom carries an Alluſion too plain to be miſta- 


ken, that it ſnould loſe what it was lately ſo 
full of, and become as much the Reproach of 
otller Nations, as it had been their Envy. 
They might endeavour to keep their feet, 
by ſtaggering out of one Project into ano- 
ther: but theſe Meaſures are call'd their 
reeling to and fro like a Drunkard, till the 
Earth was remov'd like a Cottage; becauſe the 
Tranſgreſſion thercof was heavy upon it, it 
ſhould fall and not riſe again. And to all this 
you may add a dreadful Circumſtance, that 
in the days of this Prophet they were fre- 


quently alarm'd with Invaſions. The Woe 
0 


r 
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of the Lord came to him in the Reign of Chap... 


Aba and Hezekiab, *Twas againſt the for- 
mer of em, that the Kings of Syria and I 
rael came up to wex Judah, and make 4 
breach in it, and ſet up the Son of Tabeal: And 
in the Reign of the latter, Rabſhakeh came 
with a powerful Army. Now tho each of 


_ theſe Attempts miſcarry'd, yet when the 


Prophet ſaw the People beginning to be mi- 
ſerable, and not begun to be thoughtful, he 
might well cry out, My Leanne ſs, my Leannefs ! 

2. He tells us what the Occaſion of this 
was, how it came to paſs, that things had 
ſuch an unhappy Run, as he now complain'd 
of. *Twas not owing to the Force of Ene- 
mies, tho they had reaſon in his day to be 
afraid of that : nor did it ariſe from any Ca- 
lamity brought upon 'em by the immediate 
Hand of God. The Earth did not fail of 


yielding her Increaſe, nor the Heavens of drop- 


ping down their Dew. Tho theſe are threaten'd 
as things that would he, yet they either had 
not fallen with their full weight upon 'em 
then; or if they had, he turns his eyes to 
ſomething more lamentable, worſe than the 
Miſeries of Drought and Famine; what lay 
nearer his Concern, and had the main Guilt 
of bringing this Leunneſs upon em: and this 
is, that the treacherous Dealers had dealt treache- 
rouſly, yea, the treacherous De. lers dealt ver) 
treacherouſly.' | 
Iſt. He complains of a moſt formidable 
Evil, and what there can be no guard againſt; 
Treachery in thoſe Perſons on whoſe Inte- 
grity they had their chief dependance. It 
might be hard to know the Men, but much 


harder to find out the Schemes they ated by. 
G T his 
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This is a Crime carried on with the faireſt 
Pretences to Honeſty and Love; nothing could 
make a worſe Appearance to Human Reaſon 
than a Kingdom 4 divided againſt it ſelf, as 

that of Judah now was. 

The Caſe that he thus deſcribes in his own 
Nation, is parallel to what he had laid down 
as the judgment of Egypt. Surely the Princes 
of Zoan are Fools, the Counſel of the wiſe Coun- 
ſellors of Pharaoh is become brutiſh. And what's 
the Counſel that he thus animadverts on ? 
That inſtead of adviſing their King, they 
were throwing Flattery into his Pride, and 
making him great with meer Names, at the 
time that his [ntereſt was really ſinking in all 
the valuable Branches of it ; filling his Ears 
with Hereditary Right, and the long Race of 
Monarchs he had ſprung from : How ſay ye to 
Pharaoh, I am the Son of the Wiſe, the Son of 
antient Kings q. d. What is this to the pur- 
poſe ? Does it make his Reign more honoura- 
ble to himſelf, or more happy to his People ? 
Well might he add, The Princes of Zoan are be- 
Ver. 13, come Fools, the Princes of Noph are deceived, 
14+ they have alſo ſeduced Egypt, even they that are 

the Stay of the Tribes thereof. The Lord has min- 
gled a perverſe Spirit in the midſt thereof; and 
they have eauſed Egypt to err in every work, as 
a drunken Man ſtaggers in his vomit : i. e. the 
ſame Wickedneſs has both made their Heads 
giddy, and their way ſlippery. - 

Now, that it ſhould be thus with Egypt is 
not ſo ſurprizing: but that Judah ſhould fall 
into the moſt lamentable Fate of the Hea- 
then, that in the Land of Uprightneſs they will 
deal unjuſtly, and not behold the wy of the 


Ch. xix. 
11. 


Lord, is what would touch the ſevereſt Cares 
ot every good Man. But, 2, The 


(-19 ) 

2. The Complaint reaches further; tis 
more than repeated, he ſays it over again 
with an Aggravation; Tea, the treacherous 
Dealers have dealt very treacherouſly. As if 
they knew no Bounds to their Hypocriſy, but 


had left off to be wiſe, and to do (good. They pal. 
will ſtick at nothing, but allow themſelves at xxxvi. 


the ſame time in the faireſt Pretences and the 
fouleſt Actions: They can at once make Re- 
ligion their Imitation and their Jeſt : With 
flattering Lips, and with a double Tongue do they 
ſpeak. Twas this that made Jeremy wiſh for 


4 ledging-place in the Wilderneſs, that be mught Jer. ix. 2, 


leave his People and go from em, becauſe they 
were all an Aſſembly of treacherous Men : Every 
Brother would ſupplant, and every Neighbour walk 
with Slanders; they would not ſpeak the Truth, 
but had taught their Tongues to ſpeak Lyes, and 
wearied themſelves to commit Iniquity. 

Now theſe are ways that bring a certain 
Calamity along with *em. Tho the Perſons who 
are guilty may for a time defend themſelves, 
and deceive others, yet ſuch a Connexion of 
Wickedneſs will be fatal at laſt. When the Pro- 
phets propheſy falſly, the Snare begins there, 


and the Prieſts bear Rule by their means : And Jerzy; x, 


tis ſo far from making any Uneaſineſs at pre- 
ſent, that the People love to have it ſo, but what 
will they do in the end thereof? If ſuch things 
are left only to their natural Tendency, they 
will ſoon entangle a Kingdom, and make e- 
very thing precarious that they once poſſeſs'd. 
You ſee the Time is ſo full of this plain Ac- 
count that I have given you of the Prophet's 
Words, that I have no room for an Applica- 
tion; inſtead of that, I will only endeayour 
to remove an Objection that ſome may be rea- 
. dy 
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dy to make againſt this good Man's Conduct, 
in a Cafe ſo mingled as that of his Country 
The Argument lies thus: © If rreacherous 
Dealers are ſo dangerous, no regard can be 
© had to any Mercies, eſpecially thoſe afar off. 
_ © It ſignifies nothing what Song: the Jews 
e might fetch from the uttrrmoſt parts of the 
© Earth, when they had reaſon to think them- 
*« felves undone at home by an extravagant 
« Hypocriſy, where the treacherois Dezlers were 
© dealing very trcacherouſly.” Thus would 
Unbeliet plead from the ſad Aſpect in Judah 
it ſelf, to ſink the Credit of a foreign Vic- 
tory. | | 
1 ſhall give you ſome few things in anſwer 
to this, and ſhew you, that ſuppoſing the - 
Caſe as lamentable as the Prophet had made 
It, yet it was nevertheleſs his Duty to take 
part in thoſe Songs that proclaim'd a Glory to 
the righteous. 10 
1. He was hereby led to conſider the Per- 
fections of God, who could as eaſily diſſolve 
a 'Treachery, as he had confounded an open 
Force. Theſe two are join'd together; W:th 
Job x1.16 him is Strength and Wiſdom, the Deceived and 
the Deceivers are his: His Strenoth can protect 
the Deceived, Bis Wiſdom can. baffle the De- 
cezver, This is what they are exhorted to 
think of a little before their Return from Ba- 
bylon, there was a Conflict of Hope and Dan- 
ger in their Caſe; and therefore the Advice 
Jer.!'. 50.18, Te that have eſcaped the Sword, go away, ſtand 
not ſtill. Here they're put upon fiteing, and 
yet they are charged to remember the Lord afar 
off, aud let Jeruſaiem come into their mind; 1. e. 
they were to ſaſtain themſelves with- thoſe 
1 hings 
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Things that God had done at a diſtance from 


'em: and when their Thoughts were rolling 
in his Power and Wiſdom, they might turn 


towards Jeruſalem with this Argument, He 


that has made bare His Arm in other places, can 
bring the Salvation nearer, and diſplay him- 
ſelf amongſt us. If He is wiſe in Heart as well 


as mighty in Strength, no Man can harden” hims Job ix, 4. 


elf againſt Him and proſper. | 3 
5 — ——— | 4 Id not but know there 
was a certain Entail of Vengeance upon all 
Treachery; that God abhoxs the bloody and de- 
ceitful Man; that ſuch do ſeldom live out half 
their days. Sometimes when this Juſtice of 
Providence is delay'd, it has prov'd a ſore 


Temptation even to good Men. Jeremy com- 


plains, Righteous art thou, O Lord, when I Jer. xii, 
plead with Thee; yet let me talk with Thee of Thy *» * © 


Fudgments. Wherefore doth the way of the wicked 
proſper ? Wherefore are all they, happy that deal 
very treacherouſly ? Thou haſt planted them, and 
they have taken Root; they grow, yea, they bring 
forth Fruit Thou art near in their Mouth, and 
far from their Reins. But he gets over this 
difficulty in the beſt manner; firſt, it puts 
him upon looking within, and enquiring into 


his own fincerity. Thou, O Lord, knoweſt Ver. 3. 


me; Thou haſt ſeen me, and tried my Heart to- 
wards Thee. And, after this important Caſe 
is clear, he goes on to tell what ſhall become 
of them, pull them out like Sheep for the Slaugh- 
ter. There's ſomething ſo provoking in che 
carriage of a Deceiver, that the Vengeance 
of God uſually condemns him to fall by. his 
own Arts, and periſh in the ſame way that he 
has made others do. We have two dreadful 


woes aginſt ſuch Pepple in this Prophecy. The 
| former 
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former you meet with Chap. xxix. 15, 16. 
Wo to them, that ſeek deep to hide their Counſel 
om the Lord, and their Works are in the Dark, 


and they ſay who ſees us, and who knows us? 
. Surely your turning of things upſide down ſhall be 


Job 
XXXiv. 30. 


eſteem d as Potter's Clay. The other is Chap. 
xxxiii. 1. Vo unto thee that ſpoileſt, and thou waſt 
not ſpoiled; and dealeſt treacherouſly, and they 
dealt not treacherouſly with thee. When thou ſhalt 
ceaſe to ſpoil, thou ſhalt be ſpoiled , and when thou 
ſhalt — an end to deal treacherouſly, they ſhall 
deal treacherouſiy with thee. 

3. The Prophet was further ſenſible, that 
it would be a publick Mercy to have theſe 
treacherous Dealers better known; that they 
might no longer have it in their power to 


wear à rough Garment, and deceive : The Hypo- 


crite is not always to reign, leſt the People be en- 


ſnared. One of the Mercies of that day, when 


the Goſpel will have a free Courſe and be glori- 


Isa. xxxii. fied, Is, that the vile Perſon will no more be called 


5. 


Liberal, nor the Churl ſaid to be Bountiful. And 
ſometimes God, in a righteous Juſtice, ſuffers 
People to go on in new Crimes, that He may 
bring upon them the puniſhment of their old 
ones. Tis thus that they fill up the Meaſure 
of their Iniquities, Joab was too neceſſary to 
David's Government, and early in the Revo- 
lution, and therefore had his Life ſpar'd, after 
a double Forfeiture, for ſhedding the blood of 
War in Peace, killing two Men better than him- 


felf. Nay, *tis obſerv'd he was ſtanch to the 


Crown in the Rebellion of Abſolom, and yet 
he heads a Party againſt the Succeſſion of Solo- 
mon in favour of Adonijah, becauſe he was 


firſt in the Line. Nay, after this was over- 


look d, and he only condemn'd to a private 2 
he's 
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he's quickly again in a Plot, as if his hoary 
Hairs were not to go down to the Grave in Peace; 
And therefore, tho he runs to the Horns of the 
Altar, twas only to fall as a National Sacrifice 
there. When the Hypocriſy of Men is thus 


open'd out, the People ſhall no more ſtay them- Iſa. x. 206 ® 
ſelves upon him that ſmote them, but upon the | 


Lord, the Holy one of Iſrael in Truth. 

4. The Prophet was ſure that the Intereſt 
of God wou'd prevail, and the Happineſs of 
his People be eſtabliſh'd. He was not with- 


out hopes of ſeeing a publick Turn in fayour 


of Sion; but whether that came in his days 


or no, there was no cheating him of Heaven : 
The Treacherous Dealer could not extend his 
Policy ſo far. | | * 
We find a Caſe very like this, that our Pro- 
phet had before him, in the days of Ezekiel; 


The Spirit of the Lord lift him up, and brought Ezek. xi. 
him to the Eaſt Gate of the Lord's Houſe, which "+ 


look'd Eaſtward : and behold at the Door of the 
Gate were five and twenty Men, among whom be 
ſam Jaazaniah the Son of Azur, and Pelatiah 
the Son of Benalah, Princes of the People. And 
God tells him, Son of Man, theſe are the Men 
that deviſe Miſchief, and give wicked Counſel in. 
this City. But when they are threatned with 
fling by the Sword, and being judg'd in the bor- 
der of Iſrael, ſuch as they t ns. þ to enſnare 
are taken into the tendereſt Protection; ſe- 
cur'd in Peace of Conſcience, and the beauties 
of Holineſs. For, tho the Inhabitants of Jeru- 
ſalem would have baniſh'd 'em, ſaying to 'em, 


Get ye far from the Lord, unto us is the Land Ver. 15. 


given in Poſſeſſion ,, yet God promiſes that they 
ſhall have the Honour to tate away- all deteſt a- 


ble Things, and Abominations thereof : and he 


would 


» 
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would give em one Heart, and put a nem Spirit 
within em; that they might mall in his Statutes, 
and keep his Ordinances and do em; for they | 
ſbould be His People, and He would be their 
God. | T0 | 
And in this Chapter, our Prophet declares 


* 


Ver. 21, his Hope of better times, that the Lord mould 
22, 23. puniſh the Hoſt of the High ones that are on high, 


and the Kings of the Earth upon the Earth; they 
ould be gather d in the Pit, and ſhut up in the 
Priſon : And then ſhall the Moon be confaunded 
and the Sun aſhamed, when the Lord ſhall reign 
in Mount Sion, and before his Antients glorioufly. 
Theſe are the Bleſſings with which He deſigus 
to cloſe the Confuſions His People are now 
lamenting. And, tho tig not for us to know Þ 
the Times and Seaſons, which the Father has re- 
ſerv'd in His own Power, yet every Believer 


Dan. xii may take the Advice given to Daniel, to go bis 


ult. 


way, till the End be; for he ball reſt, and ſtand 


in his Lot at the end of the Days. 


